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Home Influence of Racism
Abstract
Racism is a problem that continues to remain a controversy for Americans. Many studies have been done and education is provided to try and prevent our country from following its footsteps and do away with racism all together. Although education is provided in schools, the effect can be undermined in the home environment. It appears that there are three main approaches that families take to the topic of racism; education with action, the “color blind” approach, and the unfortunate influence of bigoted views. In order to reduce the amount of racism and eventually do away with it, we need to educate parents and family members on the importance of the strategy they use on the topic of racism. 
Introduction

The parental influence of racism has a major impact on children’s views as they grow from adolescents to adults. By providing knowledgeable information of the ongoing cycle of racism that is passed down from the influence of parents and other family members we may be able to impact the lasting issue of racism. Many approaches have been taken by families when it comes to discussions and examples to the topic the three most common being the influence of action, words, or avoidance. If were able to encourage parents to educate their children in a non-biased manner and prevent parents from providing a negative influence or avoiding providing an influence altogether, we would be able to make longer strides for the fight against racism.
Racism is the belief that all people of a specific race acquire abilities and/ or characteristics specific to their ethnicity. Usually the trait is thought to be superior or lacking superiority to another race.  Wikipedia list the definition as, “Prejudice, discrimination, or antagonism directed against someone of a different race based on such a belief.” This is a great definition. It encompasses all of the general negative aspects that go along with racism.
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Children will develop a sense for race whether we like it or not. They are able to see that they are different by merely looking at each other and as they grown, play, and learn together they will notice larger differences because of the difference in cultures and the impacts of the outside world of course as well. It is all in how we handle their questions and respond to the things that they are exposed to that will have the supporting effect of the education they receive. 
The overall importance of the home influence on children’s racist opinions comes from the affects it can and will have on the future of our country. By doing nothing about this, it prevents us from doing away with passed racial differences. If we want to move away from this, we can not leave the responsibility completely up to educators to get the point across. Although many educators impact the lives of children, parents have a stronger and more direct impact on a daily basis.
Methods
Color Blind Theory
The most recent major approach to racism is promoting “colorblindness. This approach in teaching children has thought to have been effective because if a child is not made aware of the difference of one person’s skin color compared to another, they will not question it. Monica Williams, Ph.D. lists ` the color blindness theory as follows:
Color blindness (sometimes spelled color-blindness; also called race blindness) is a sociological term referring to the disregard of racial characteristics when selecting which individuals will participate in some activity or receive some service. Put into practice, color-blind operations use no racial data or profiling and make no classifications, categorizations, or distinctions based upon race.
Bigoted Influence
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A bigoted influence is where a child grows up in a home with their guardians views being racist or biased in one way or another. For example a mother dislikes African Americans and expresses this verbally in front of her children. Or another example being father who disapproves of the way an Asian American drives and expresses this verbally as well as physically by flipping off the driver. A child observes these behaviors.  An experiment that supports these findings was the doll experiment that was conducted by Kenneth Clark. Loc.Gov did a summary on the test and stated;
Almost all of the children readily identified the race of the dolls. However, when asked which they preferred, the majority selected the white doll and attributed positive characteristics to it. The Clarks also gave the children outline drawings of a boy and girl and asked them to color the figures the same color as themselves. Many of the children with dark complexions colored the figures with a white or yellow crayon. The Clarks concluded that "prejudice, discrimination, and segregation" caused black children to develop a sense of inferiority and self-hatred.


The study is merely one proven example of the way children are influenced to have prejudiced views. 

Non-Racist Development

Non-Racist development consists of making children aware from a young age of what racism is, teaching why it is wrong, and how to handle a situation where prejudice is experienced. By confronting the issue head on in the home we are being proactive in reducing the vulnerability of biased opinions leaving a lasting impact on our children’s views as they grow into adults. 
Results
Color blindness is still a relatively new theory, but has been disputed as an effective method in the fight against racism. Racism is still a very current and significant issue. Even if we prevent any type of stereo typical talk inside the home, we cannot always control what a child is exposed to outside of the home. As stated by Sparks and Higa, “This ideology further assumes that if adults don’t talk with children about “it,” children will grow up to be non-prejudiced adults. Denial and voidance, then, appear to be the main techniques for dealing with one of the most persuasive and crucial problems of U.S. society.” By avoiding the issue we are making our children more vulnerable to persuasion of views and opinions. 
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Unfortunately in some homes children are exposed from a very young age to prejudiced attitudes and behaviors. Being exposed to this at such a young age has a major impact on their views and opinions.  This is something that we cannot control due to the freedoms we as Americans are provided. This influence is accounts for a large portion of children who grow up with prejudiced attitudes.

Non-Racist development has proven to be very successful over many studies. The lasting impact that a child receives in the home as well as in school has been reflected in their views as adults. They also are able to lead by example and express opinions to those who are raised in a prejudice home, where as those who are raised in a home that practices color blindness have the opportunity to be persuaded by children who have been raised in both a prejudice and non-prejudiced environment.  
Discussion

To date Non-Racist development has potential to be the most effective way to raise a child with an unbiased opinion of race and is thus used in schools. The colorblindness theory has good intentions although it does not account for the fact that racism is still a relevant issue making  the colorblindness theory an ineffective process. Having racist views in the home is obviously the most ineffective way to prevent racism. By educating our children not only in school, but also in the home we can teach of racism, why it is wrong, and how to prevent it. We will still face the issue of children being negatively influenced inside the home and that is where we hope that the education provided in schools and the influence of peers may have a larger impact on their opinions. Rome was not built in day, and the fight of racism has been a long battle. Staying educated will help our country to prevent repeating the past and encourage continual efforts to end racism.
Conclusions

In conclusion, to keep our education of racism in schools productive, efficient, and effective we need to do all that we can in a child’s home life also to create a lasting impact. Out of the three most common approaches taken in the home such as; using the color blind theory, expressing racist views, or helping do develop non racist views by education and example, it has proven that the most effective process in creating a lasting impression is to use non-racist development strategies. Racism is a current and relevant issue that affects all. Rather than avoiding the issue we must make further efforts to make continual progress. 
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